We read with interest the editorial by Goresky and Muir) Perhaps the time has come to reevaluate reliance on iv induction of anaesthesia for adults and to consider offering inhalational induction. Recently, we offered 100 consecutive patients scheduled for minor gynaecological procedures the choice of an inhalational anaesthetic with sevoflurane or iv induction of anaesthesia using propofol. It was explained that patients who chose the inhalational method would not require an iv cannula until asleep. Inhalational anaesthesia was induced with sevoflurane 8% and maintained with sevoflurane 1-2% in oxygen 50% and nitrous oxide. Exclusion criteria included mask phobia, reflux oesophagitis, cardiac or respiratory disease, obesity and allergy to sevoflurane. When assessed by a blinded observer after surgery, the acceptability rate for inhalational anaesthesia was 86%. Most (93%) patients found it a pleasant experience and most of these (87%) would chose the mask again.
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This study highlights the need to reevaluate this means of induction in adult patients. Several studies have shown rapid induction and recovery from anaesthesia with sevoflurane in the paediatric population. 2-s Do we not owe it to our patients to at least offer this form of induction to adults without a mask phobia who are undergoing minor procedures? 
